
EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM ORGANIZATION 
 

Catalonia is a Spanish Autonomic Community, which has a special history, language and             
culture, different from the rest of the country.  
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The Statute of Autonomy of Catalonia 
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DIFFERENT TYPES OF SCHOOLS 
 

 
In Catalonia there are both public and private schools. 

Public schools are supported with public funds and managed by SSTT. 

Among private schools, on the one hand there is a network of schools that receive public funds and they are 

called ‘charter schools’. On the other hand, there are schools that have no agreement with the Administration, 

which are private centers. 

The compulsory basic education given in schools is free in supported with public funds (public and charter 

schools). However, there are costs associated with education that need to be taken care of by families, such as 



textbooks, kid’s camps, the school meal service or extracurricular activities. Families with fewer resources may 

be eligible for grants covering textbooks and school supplies or access to services such as school meals. 

(Check grants and scholarships in different sections.) 

In the case of charter schools, they are allowed to charge a fee to families for activities of up to one hour of 

school time per day. 

School CALENDAR 
 

 
 

School TIMETABLE 
 

 
 

In general, there is a break of at least two hours at lunchtime for students. Schools usually have lunch service for students. It 
is not obligatory and families have to pay for it, but they can ask for grants to pay the service. 
 

Access requirements 
This process is done by the local administration. 

 
Pre-registration and registration 



Applications should be submitted to the first center requested. 

Priority criteria 
When the number of requests for admission of students is higher than the number of places, priority criteria are applied, as 
well as their standards. This allows grading and putting applications in order for acceptance. Once the criteria have been 
applied, some applications still have the same score, so they are put in order from the number obtained by draw-off. 

General criteria 

Existence of brothers and sisters who studied in the same school, or parents and guardians who work there 

Proximity of the student’s home to the school, or if given the case, proximity of parents or guardian’s job 

Annual household income 

Disability of student, father, mother, brothers or sisters 

Additional criteria 
Being part of a large family* or single-parent family 

The student has a chronic illness (including celiac disease) that affects their digestive, endocrine or metabolic system 

If the student’s father, mother, guardian or a sibling underwent an education that as of today is declared free and universal at the centre 
for which an application is made 

 

 

 


